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East Calder Primary School 
HEAD TEACHER: Mrs Fiona Stewart  

Welcome to the newsletter for February.  We’ve had a busy start to 2020 and have lots planned going forward.    

Class teachers have prepared new Termly Learning Overviews to set out the learning they plan to cover this term.  

These were emailed home last week; if you haven’t received your copy can you please contact the school office to 

update your email address.  These were started almost 2 years ago now as part of a redesign of how we plan for 

learning; focussing on outcomes for learners.   We hope that by seeing what is planned for your child each term 

enables you to support learning at home.    

Since August 2019, we have been working on how we plan for assessment and have been trialling new ways of 

ensuring that our children’s attainment and achievements are being monitored and recorded.  Before our next 

parent consultation, March 2020, every child will engage in a learning conversation with their teacher to discuss their 

strengths and next steps in learning.  At parent’s evening, this conversation will be shared with you and your 

feedback will also be recorded. These will form the basis of our new pupil profiles - ‘My Learning Profile’ - which will 

be ready to share with parents in session 2020-2021.  This is just another way of ensuring that you, as 

parents/carers, are as included in the learning, teaching and assessment cycle.  Look out for more information on 

how else you can become involved in our school and support your child’s learning as we introduce “Biscuits and 

Blethers”. COMING SOON! 

 

Staffing Update  

 As many of you will know, Miss Young our Early Years Officer left us in November 2019.  We have now 
appointed a new EYO to join our nursery team.  Mrs Murray will be joining us soon when all her pre-
employment checks are completed.   

 Miss Baldacci, our new Principal Teacher, will be joining us on Monday 2nd March. 

 

 

 

Colder Weather  
As the cold weather continues please ensure that all children come to school appropriately clothed for the 
weather, even when the day starts sunny – it can change quickly at this time of year.  
 

 Sensible shoes for outdoors  

o not canvas or small ‘pumps’  

 Indoor shoes to change into  

 A warm jacket for outside  

 Hats/gloves/scarf as required.  
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Date Class(es) Activity 

Friday 14th February Whole School HOLIDAY 

Monday 17th February Whole School Holiday – Nursery open as normal 

Tuesday 18th February Whole School Holiday – In service day for staff, nursery open as normal 

Wednesday 19th 
February 

Individuals-  P6 
or P7 

Harvey and Jill visiting 

Friday 21st February Primary 6Y Assembly – P6Y parents welcome from 9.10am 

Tuesday 25th February Primary 7S Trip to Sky Academy 

Wednesday 26th 
February 

Individuals - P6 
or P7 

Harvey and Jill visiting 

Friday 28th February Primary 4S Assembly – P4S parents welcome from 9.10am 

   

Monday 2nd March Whole School Miss Baldacci – PT – starts today 

Monday 2nd March – 
Friday 6th March 

P7 Residential to Dalguise 

Wednesday 4th March 
Individuals - P6 

or P7 
Harvey and Jill visiting 

Tuesday 10th March Whole School SSPCA visits 

Wednesday 11th 
March 

Individuals - P6 
or P7 

Harvey and Jill visiting 

Thursday 12th March P6Y Miley (pupil from Australia) visiting for the day 

 
All dates until the end of term 3 are available on our school app.  These are updated 

regularly so please ensure you continue to check this. 

 

 

Learning 

Enjoyment 

Attitude 

Relationships 

Nurture 

 Nursery Values 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 

consultation around developing our nursery values.  We 

had a great response. 

We have kept our values for the nursery in line with our 

school LEARN values however have changed a couple to 

better reflect our nursery setting. 

We have also updated our vision for the nursery based 

on some of your suggestions: 

“Play, learn and achieve together” 

Further information was emailed to all nursery parents.  

If you haven’t received this information, can you please 

contact the school office to update your email address. 

Many thanks. 
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Free School Meals, Milk and Clothing Grants 

Do not miss out on your entitlements to support.  Remember that pupils with parents in receipt of any of the following 

are entitled to free school meals and related benefits: 

 Income-Based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Any Income Related element of Employment & Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit (with no working tax credit) and whose annual income is £16,105 or less 

 Working Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit whose annual income is £6,420 or less 

 Universal Credit where the monthly earned income does not exceed £610 

 Information is available from the school office or by visiting the WLC website: 

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/3787/Free-School-Meals 

 

 

Therapets 

We are so excited to meet the newest member of our 

school community.  Everyone, this is Harvey.  Harvey is a 

therapy dog who loves cuddling in while being read a 

story or two, (or, according to his owner Jill who will be 

visiting with him, five!!)  He has super fluffy ears that are 

perfect for listening to children read aloud.  Harvey 

doesn’t give feedback to his readers, however, will sit 

with them for as long as they wish to read to him.  

The aim of Therapets is to encourage young readers who 

perhaps lack confidence with reading. The dog will listen 

to them and not judge, allowing them to relax and gain 

confidence in reading out loud. 

If you want to find out more please visit: 

https://www.canineconcernscotland.org.uk/reading-with-

dogs 

Social Media 

We have been having issues with our school Twitter feed for some time now and have been working alongside the 

team at Twitter to resolve these issues.   

After discussion, we have made the decision to stop using this as a method of communicating learning and sharing our 

work with you, for the moment.  We continue to use our school blog and our school app.   

Thank you for your understanding. 
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