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East Calder Primary School 
HEAD TEACHER: Mrs Fiona Stewart  

Welcome back to a brand new year at East Calder Primary School.  We hope you all had a lovely holiday spent with 

family and friends and are ready for a new (busy) term. 

From October – December ECPS were involved in a number of charity fundraisers.  We really appreciate your input 

and contributions to these at what is already a busy and expensive time.  We raised almost £300 for Children in 

Need, £100 for Poppy Scotland, £250 for Save the Children as well as donated, what can only be described as, a 

mammoth amount of food for WL Foodbank!  A massive well done and thank you to everyone who was able to 

support our fundraising efforts.  We can definitely say we ended 2019 ensuring that we were being kinder to those 

less fortunate than we are. 

Thank you also, to Mrs Hynd and her team of parent helpers who arranged our hampers at the Nativities as well as 

our, brilliantly attended, PSC Christmas Fayre.  Over £2000 was raised!  Well done everyone. 

 

Staffing Update 

 We are delighted to welcome Mrs Stewart (P7S) back to school, after her period of absence.  The place has 

been somewhat quieter without her infectious laugh ringing through the corridors!  Welcome back, Mrs 

Stewart! 

 As you are aware, Mrs Bryce (Drama) retired at Christmas.   We wish her all the very best for a long and 

happy retirement.   

 Miss Morrison, acting Principal Teacher, will be leaving us in February to take up post in another school.  We 

thank Miss Morrison for all her hard work and the support she has offered to pupils, parents and staff since 

joining East Calder in August 2018.  Miss Baldacci, currently Principal Teacher of Dyce Primary School in 

Aberdeen will be joining us in March as our Principal Teacher. I know you will join me in wishing Miss 

Morrison well for her future and will also welcome Miss Baldacci to East Calder Primary School. 

 Mrs O’Neill –whom many of you remember from your own time in nursery - has decided to retire at the end 

of this month.  Mrs O’Neill has been at ECPS Nursery for 25+ years and will be sadly missed by everyone in 

the ECPS community.  We wish Mrs O’Neill all the very best in the future, the nursery will not be the same 

without her!! 

  
 

P7 Residential 

A reminder that our P7 residential to Dalguise is this term.  Mrs Donnelly will shortly be sending home 

information and forms that must be completed and returned before the children leave.  Please ensure all forms 

are completed fully and that you have let us know about any medication or dietary requirements for your child.  If 

you have any questions or concerns please contact Mrs Donnelly via the school office. 

 
Health and Safety 

When entering and exiting the school grounds, can you please ensure that the gates into the P1 and P2 

playground are closed behind you.  School staff do monitor this however; we would appreciate your support with 

this. 
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Date Class(es) Activity 

Wednesday 8th 13th, 
20th, 27th Jan 

P4/3 and P4S NYCoS Workshops in class 45 mins each 

Wednesday 15th Jan  P1 Medical screening for all P1 pupils 

Thursday 16th Jan P3R Parents Consultations 

Friday 17th Jan P3R Parents Consultations 

Friday 17th Jan P7/6 Class Assembly 9.10am 

Tuesday 21st Jan P1 Reading Workshop – info to follow 

Friday 24th Jan Whole School 
Scots Assembly – Parents of winners will be contacted that 

week 

Friday 24th Jan Staff 
Fiona Shaw – Education Scotland – Gender Equality 

Workshop 

Tuesday 28th Jan P1 & P7 Dental screening 

Friday 31st Jan Nursery Mrs O’Neill’s last day 

 

Friday 7th Feb P3R Class Assembly 9.40am 

Friday 7th Feb Whole School Miss Morrison’s last day (tbc) 

 
All dates until the end of term 3 are available on our school app.  These are updated 

regularly so please ensure you continue to check this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Free School Meals, Milk and Clothing Grants 

Do not miss out on your entitlements to support.  Remember that pupils with parents in receipt of any of the following 

are entitled to free school meals and related benefits: 

 Income-Based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Any Income Related element of Employment & Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit (with no working tax credit) and whose annual income is £16,105 or less 

 Working Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit whose annual income is £6,420 or less 

 Universal Credit where the monthly earned income does not exceed £610 

 Information is available from the school office or by visiting the WLC website: 

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/3787/Free-School-Meals 

 

Colder Weather  
As the cold weather continues please ensure that 
all children come to school appropriately clothed 
for the weather, even when the day starts sunny – 
it can change quickly at this time of year.  
 

 Sensible shoes for outdoors  

o not canvas or small ‘pumps’  

 Indoor shoes to change into  

 A warm jacket for outside  

 Hats/gloves/scarf as required.  
 

PE Kit 
Proper clothing for PE is an essential part of school 

equipment.  It supports safety and ensures that pupils 

can properly take part in a wide range of activities.  Over 

the past few months we have noticed pupils beginning to 

wear a variety of tops and shorts which are not school 

uniform.  Please ensure that pupils wear plain t-shirt, 

shorts or leggings in school colours (white, yellow or 

black) for gym.  We thank you for your support in this. If 

you require some assistance with this, please contact the 

school office. 

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/3787/Free-School-Meals

