
EAST CALDER PRIMARY NEWSLETTER November 2019 
 

 
Page 1 of 4 9 Langton Road, East Calder, West Lothian, EH53 0BN – 01506 880810 – Wleastcalder-ps@westlothian.org.uk 

  

 

   

East Calder Primary School 
HEAD TEACHER: Mrs Fiona Stewart  

Road Safety and Parking 
 
A gentle reminder that the roads outside of our school can get very busy.  Please take care when you are dropping 
children off at, or collecting them from, school.  Remember there is no parking along the zig zag lines and please 
make sure that you aren’t blocking other cars from passing.  Our JRSO team will be appointed soon who will be 
supporting us to keep our school gates safe. 

 

Welcome to our November Newsletter.  You will find calendar dates below until the end of term.  These are also 

available on an ongoing basis in the ParentZone section (school events) of our website 

https://eastcalderprimary.westlothian.org.uk and updated regularly via our school app. 

We are making great progress developing and growing our new Pupil Leaders.  I recently met with a group of 19 

extremely enthusiastic pupils who reviewed work that was completed in our first House and Hub groups.  Based on 

the feedback from these groups, the Pupil Leaders have planned our next House session.  They have chosen ‘Litter’ 

as their focus and will be working to decrease the volume of litter left in our school playground after break times and 

lunchtimes.  Coming next for the Pupil Leaders will be opportunity to contribute to our ongoing school improvement 

using HGIOurs, as developed by Education Scotland.  

A number of you have noticed our new ‘signage’ in the playground and at our front entrance and you have been very 

positive about the messages shared. The “Be the Nice Kid” messages come from a quote that really inspired us at 

ECPS. 

 

In staffing news, Mrs Grieve (P1) and Mrs Stewart (P7) are both recovering well from recent surgery and, all being 

well, both hope to be back in class before Christmas – we would love to see them back when they are well enough.  

Mrs Stewart and I have been discussing P7 parents evening.  These will be held in March as normal however another 

parents evening will be held for P7S pupils only in May/June as part of their transition to secondary school.  

Something which I am sure you will agree will be very valuable!  

Finally a reminder that our fantastic PSC are busy organising our first Christmas Fayre which will be on Saturday 14 

December from 10am.  More info to follow and we look forward to seeing you there.                
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Date Class(es) Activity 

Wednesday 30th 
October 

P7 pupils 
(group) 

P7 Netball League Tournament 

Wednesday 30th 
October 

Whole school Hallowe’en Discos 

Thursday 31st October Selected pupils Sportshall Atheltics 

Thursday 14th 
November 

P7 pupils Tobacco Education input – in school 

Friday 15th November P4/3 P4/3 class assembly – P4/3 parents welcome 9.10am 

Friday 15th November 
Whole School & 

Nursery 
Children in Need – info to follow from P4/3 

Monday 18th 
November 

Nursery Nursery Photographs – siblings included 

Monday 18th – Friday 
22nd November 

Whole School 
and Nursery 

Book Week – info to follow 

Thursday 21st 
November 

P7 pupils Tobacco Education input – in school 

Friday 22nd November P4S P4S class assembly – P4S parents welcome 9.10am 

Monday 25th 
November 

Whole School HMI inspector in school as part of Calderwood Consultation 

Date  Class(es) Activity 

Wednesday 4th 
December 

Whole School Pantomime in school – Mother Goose 

Thursday 5th 
December 

Nursery Nativity – please see nursery notice board for more info 

Friday 6th December Whole School  Christmas PJ Day – Donation to Save the Children 

Monday 9th December P1 P1 Nativity – ticketed event, info to follow – AM and PM 

Tuesday 10th 
December 

P4-7  Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 11th 
December 

P1-3 Christmas Lunch 

Friday 13th December Whole School Christmas Jumper Day – Donation to Save the Children 

Saturday 14th 
December 

Whole School 
and Nursery 

PSA Christmas Fayre 10am – 1pm 

Monday 16th 
December 

P1s Christmas Party PM 

Tuesday 17th 
December 

P2M, P2W, 
P3/2, P3R and 

P3s of P4/3 
Christmas Party PM 

Wednesday 18th 
December 

P4 of P4/3, P4S, 
P5/4, P5B, P6A, 

P7/6 and P7S 
Christmas Disco – 6.30 – 8.00pm 

Friday 20th December Whole School 

Christmas Singalongs – parents welcome to join their child’s 
class 

P4/3 – P7 – 9.10am – 9.40am 
P1-P3R – 9.50 – 10.15am 

School and nursery closes at 12:25pm on Friday 20th December  
and re-opens to nursery pupils on Monday 6 January 2020 and school pupils on Tuesday 7th January  
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Parent Staff Council 

Our PSC is made up of parents and staff who want 

to make a difference to our school.  We are a 

welcoming and open group who support school 

through organising events and raising money and by 

working with school to ensure that priorities and 

developments match the needs of our community.  

Please consider getting involved; next meeting is 

6:30pm on Tuesday 13 November in school.   

 

 

 

 

 

The clocks have changed and the weather is on the 

turn.  Please ensure that appropriate clothing is 

worn every day.  Children require suitable footwear, 

jumper/cardigan and a jacket for outside.   

Everyone finds it difficult financially at some points 

so please be aware that there is good support 

available to provide warm clothes, shoes, coats, 

school uniform, etc. should you require it.  Please 

speak to a member of management in confidence.   

Absence and Lateness 

The aim of the attendance improvement policy is to keep 

parents informed of the level of attendance/lateness for 

their children in order to fully understand the impact this 

has on learning.  

Missed school mounts up quickly.  90% attendance in a 

month can mean that the pupil has missed ½ a day each 

week. However 90% over a school year means that four 

weeks of learning has been missed.  90% over 5 years of 

school would mean that ½ a school year of learning has 

been missed. 

As a parent you are 

responsible for getting your 

child to school on time and 

making sure your child 

develops the habit of regular 

attendance.   

The school is responsible for tracking absence and for 

communicating with parents/carers when attendance drops 

below an acceptable level.  We are bound by the council 

policy on this and as such it may be necessary for us to 

contact you by letter, or in some cases by telephone, in 

order to highlight the issues of low attendance or persistent 

lateness.   

 

Calderwood New School - Consultation 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Consultation on the new school at Calderwood last week.  As was 

shared at this evening, part of the consultation includes a visit to ECPS by Education Scotland.  Staff, pupils and 

parents will be interviewed to gather opinions around the need for a new primary school in Calderwood.  These 

meetings will take place on Monday 25th November with more specific timings to follow.  We will be looking for a 

group of parents to meet with the inspector to discuss the new school.  If you would be interested in meeting 

with Ann Kevlin, HMI, then please leave your name with the office and we will be in touch with more details. 

 

 

Book Week 
Book Week Scotland is taking place from Monday 18th – 

Sunday 24th November.  As we continue to build our reading 

culture we will be celebrating Book Week Scotland by 

engaging in learning activities and experiences which 

promote and develop a love of reading.  A number of 

activities will be taking place in each class however we will be 

participating in some whole school activities: 

 Secret Readers 

 Decorate your Door 

 Relas and Read 

 Library visits 
 Anytime Everywhere Reading 
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ECPS Reverse Advent Calendar  

for West Lothian Food Bank 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2 December 
 

Jar of Pasta Sauce 

3 December 
 

Tinned Tomatoes 

4 December 
 

Packet of  
Breakfast Cereal 

5 December 
 

Bottle of Diluting  
Juice (1 litre) 

6 December 
 

Carton of UHT  
Long Life Milk 

9 December 
 

Jar of Instant Coffee 

10 December 
 

Packet of Rice 

11 December 
 

Tinned Tuna 

12 December 
 

Packet of Biscuits 

13 December 
 

Tinned Fruit 

16 December 
 

Tinned Potatoes 

17 December 
 

Instant Mashed Potato 

18 December 
 

Tinned Custard 

19 December 
 

Tinned Meat 
 

20 December  
 

Tinned Sponge or 
Christmas Pudding 

 

Christmas is an important time of year for many and we spend a lot of time in school talking and thinking about Christmas and what it means to us individually.  For some 
people in our society, Christmas is a difficult time.  West Lothian Foodbank works tirelessly all year to support people in need throughout our communities and we hope you 

agree that it is important that we support their work at this time of year.   
 

We have contacted the Foodbank who are delighted for us to collect a selection of food to support people in need.  We have set suggestions below and we thought it would 

be fun to have a Reverse Advent Calendar.  Instead of opening a door and getting a treat every day, we can instead bring in one of the items below and help others 
instead.   

 

Our school values of Nurture and Respect remind us that we need to think of others and help where we are able.  We would love your support to help others this Christmas, 
and to teach all of our children the value and joy there is in selflessly helping those in need.  

Our advent calendar has a suggestion for each day but any donations are very welcome and will support families in need.   


